
 

          
 

 
 

 
Call for Papers 

 
 

Conference of the Commission on the Anthropology of the Middle East, IUAES 
 

Nostalgia and Future 
 

Galatasaray University in Istanbul, Türkiye 
September 9–11, 2026.  

 
Submission deadline:  30th June 2026 

 

The registration fee is $50 or €50, or the equivalent in Turkish Lira 

 
Commission on Anthropology of the Middle East, IUAES 

 
Chair: Soheila Shahshahani 

Co-Chair: Paulo Pinto 
ExecuRve Secretary: Magdalena Rodziewicz 

 
Regional RepresentaRves: 

Soraya Tremayne & ChrisRan Bromberger: Europe 
Mary E. Hegland: United States and Canada 

Paulo Pinto: South America 
Tomoko Yamagishi: East Asia 

 
 
 
 

 
 



List of Panels 
 

1. Re-studying the Ethnographic Collections of Human Geographers and Cultural 
Anthropologists in the Middle East  
Convenor: Hiroshi Nawata (nawata.hiroshi6y@kyoto-u.ac.jp) 

 
2. The Social Lives of Techniques: Persistence, Agency, and Value in WANA 

Technologies  
Convenor: Seyed Abdolreza Hosseini (abdr.hosseini@gmail.com) 

 
3. Performance of Masculinity in Iran  

Convenor: Janet Afary (janetafary@gmail.com) 
 

4. Humour at the Times of Crisis  
Convenor: Soraya Tremayne (soraya.tremayne@anthro.ox.ac.uk) 

 
5. Sports and Games in the Middle East 

Convenor: Christian Bromberger (brombergerchristian8@gmail.com) 
 

6. Rituals, Boundaries and Crossings: MigraRon, Pilgrimages and Conversion in Muslim 
Contexts  
Convenors: Paulo Pinto (philu99@gmail.com) and Gisele Fonseca Chagas 
(giselechagas@id.uff.br) 

 
7. Daily Life in the Middle East According to Personal Diaries, Travel Accounts, and 

Anthropological Studies Wriien by Middle Easterners, Europeans, Japanese, and 
Other NaRonaliRes 
Convenor: Mary E. Hegland (mhegland@scu.edu) 
 

8. Business Ethnographic Studies in the Contemporary Middle East  
Convenor: Viveka Anderton (viveka.anderton@gmail.com) 

 
9. Human–Animal RelaRons: TransformaRons and Meanings 

Convenor: Ali AkheraR (ali.akheraty@gmail.com) 
 

10. Reimagining Gender and Identity: The Role of Beauty Influencers Across the Middle  
East  
Convenor: Ziba Jalali Naini (Ziba.jalali@gmail.com) 

 
11. Food, Studied Anthropologically – Food in Anthropological PerspecRve 

Convenor: Swan Cho (swan.cho@sant.ox.ac.uk) 
 

12. New Generation of Anthropologists in the Middle East or Working on the Middle 
East        
Convenor: Soheila Shahshahani (soheilairan@gmail.com) 

 
13. Foreign Wives of Middle Eastern Men 

Convenor: Morito Tomoko (Saratoko@yahoo.co.jp) 
 

14. Visual Anthropology: Documentary Films on the Middle East  
Convenor: Shilan Sa’di (shilansaadi80@gmail.com) 


